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‘SAINT IN THE HOUSE’

By Debbie Shelley

The Catholic Commentator

The bells peeled during the noon 

hour at Our Lady of Mercy Church in 

Baton Rouge on Oct. 31. As the Knights 

of Columbus color guard proceeded in, 

the crowd’s reverent excitement silently 

spoke two words: She’s here! 

St. Maria Goretti, whose body/major 

relics were released from the Vatican to 

the United States for a tour, was placed 

by the Knights in front of the altar, where 

people reportedly stopped by through-

out the night to peer in, kneel, bow, shed 

tears or kiss her prayer card in their hand 

before placing it on the glass-sided casket 

which holds a wax statue containing her 

skeletal remains. Clergy opened this oc-

casion by saying, “A saint is in the house.”

Before the veneration began, Father 

Carlos Martins CC, director of Trea- Thousands of people venerated St. Maria Goretti at Our Lady of Mercy Church in Baton Rouge, Oct. 31 – Nov. 1. Photo by Debbie Shel-

ley | The Catholic Commentator

Thousands visit
St. Maria’s relics

SEE GORETTI PAGE 19

MILESTONE ANNIVERSARY – St. Elizabeth Church in Paincourtville is 

celebrating its 175th anniversary during the 4 p.m. Mass on Saturday, 

Nov. 14. One of the many beautiful features of the church is the altar, 

above, which was built in Italy, shipped and erected by Italian artisans 

in 1953, shortly before the retirement of Father John Mergue. See the 

story and more photos on pages 10-11. Photo by Rachele Smith | The Catholic Com-

mentator

By Debbie Shelley

The Catholic Commentator

The eggshells given to sisters Lucy Mae 

“Lou” Landry Alleman, Mary Landry and 

Polly Landry Johnson of Paincourtville held 

stories as well as yoke that were poured out 

before they were given away. Some eggs were 

used in cakes and other goodies to celebrate  

birthday parties, family gatherings, wel-

coming a new neighbor or wishing someone 

“good luck” in their new journey in life. Oth-

ers were used to comfort and console people 

suffering a trial – such as the deaths of loved 

ones. Others were simply scrambled, fried 

or poached for breakfast. 

Whatever their former use, the Landry 

sisters fill the shells with confetti to provide 

fun and support for the church and school 

community they grew up in, live on the same 

block as and love. They collect eggshells and 

make confetti eggs year-round for the St. 

Elizabeth Church Harvest Festival in the fall 

and St. Elizabeth School Fair in the spring.

The Landry sisters, all widows, are three 

of seven siblings, five girls and two boys. 

The two brothers passed away, leaving five 

sisters. 
“It was a large family. All of us went to 

Catholic schools,” said Mary Landry. Be-

cause of the expense, the siblings attend-

ed elementary and high school in public 

schools. When they were old enough to at-

tend St. Elizabeth, they went there. Their 

original family home, which is also on the 

same block as St. Elizabeth School, has 

stayed in the family. The family, though 

large, was tight-knit.
“It was a very chaste house, my mother 

never said a curse word,” said Mary Landry. 

“We had spats, like siblings do, but we had 

St. Elizabeth sisters use eggshells to 

hatch fund-raising idea
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